
Update—September 2016 
 from the Spa City Bop Club President,  

Mickey Matthews –  
 

 
President Mickey Matthews and VP Mick Harris met with the VFW Commander and Officers to address 
two issues: 1- Condition of the dance floor;  and 2- A program to attract a new and younger population 
to our organizations.  The meeting went very well.  Below is a summary of outcome. 
 
DANCE FLOOR. 
All agreed that the dance floor is in disrepair.  Steps to correct it need to be taken and the majority of 
the expense rests with the VFW with possibly some type of contribution from the Bop Club. 
I presented two estimates, one of about $500 for materials to repair the reducer/"trim".  The second 
estimate was for replacing the floor for $ 8,000 (or $ 12,000 if the floor is expanded in size).  After the 
VFW reps discussed it, they agreed to repair/replace the trim for now and start a fund-raising program 
to replace the floor and possibly expand the floor to cover at least 1/2 of the Bop room.   
The Bop Club will offer labor support to work with them on the project. 
THE DATE REPAIRS IS SET FOR SATURDAY, OCT 15th 9 a.m.  It is expected to take about 3-4 hours at 
the most.  THE PLAN IS the next two dances will be in the VFW room where the club danced for many 
years.  The room is smoke free  and tables will be setup to accommodate the bop club.  Our first dance 
back in the Bop Room will be our Halloween dance on OCT 28th. 
 
NEW MEMBERS PROGRAM / JR BOP CLUB. 
I have always believed success for longevity of our club rests with attracting new and younger mem-
bers.  Without it the future of Bop and Swing Dance Clubs is bleak.  I also believe a key to making that 
happen rests with the youth, i.e., teens and college kids.  We have witnessed the interest they have in 
wanting to learn "our" dances and participate. 
The VFW also wants to draw from the new population of Veterans to grow their organization. 
I proposed we form a steering committee from area high school students, maybe about 15, have them 
to the VFW for burgers, etc (we can split the costs with the VFW) and ask them what they would like to 
see happen to get them interested in a Jr Bop Club (much like what the Shag Clubs are doing on the 
East Coast).  Perhaps give the young guests a brief exhibition from our dancers.  I believe it is a good 
starting point and the VFW agreed. 
The idea would be to have Jr Bop on a night other than one of our nights, open the cafe area in the 
hallway to the VFW for burgers, hot dogs, etc., not allow them in the bar area of the VFW and see what 
we can do with it.  There's nothing to lose by trying !! 
 
Let's all get the word out about the repairs to the dance floor and its future AND help me get 3-4 volun-
teers to help on Oct 15th. 
 
Keep on dancing, See you Friday night,  
  
Dr Mick   (501)626-6229 
 
PS –  

2017 Officer Election is set for Oct 28th.  I have asked Barbara Penney to Chair the nominating commit-
tee.  The first announcement for nominating will be Friday - Sept 30.  
Second announcement is October 14.   Third  announcement—Oct 28th which is also the Halloween 
Party.   Election held on Friday, November  11th. 
 
If anyone is interested in serving as President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer or Parliamentarian, 
please contact Barbara Penney.  501.944.4334  or barbarap711@gmail.com 

mailto:barbarap711@gmail.com

